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ORGANIZERS: PAHA; Polish Studies Program at Loyola University 
Chicago; Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences (PAU); Institute  of 
American Studies and Polish Diaspora, Faculty of International and 
Political Studies at the Jagiellonian University; Committee for Migration 
Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN).  
 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Anna Mazurkiewicz, PAHA President, 
University of Gdańsk; Zygmunt Kolenda, President on behalf of PAU; 
Bożena Nowicka McLees, Chair of the Polish Studies Program, Loyola 
University Chicago. Members: Mary P. Erdmans, Case Western Reserve 
University; Neal Pease, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Dominic 
Pacyga, Columbia College Chicago; Dorota Praszałowicz, PAN 
Committee for Migration Studies; James Pula, Purdue University 
Northwestern, Adam Walaszek, Jagiellonian University. 
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of the Polish American Historical Association 

 
7-9 September 2018 

Loyola University Chicago 
1032 W. Sheridan Rd., Chicago, Il 60660  

 
The conference is free but registration is required for all events 
polishamericanstudies.org/files/public/Registration75YearsPAHA.pdf 
 



 

 

PROGRAM 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2018 
 

9:00–9:35    WELCOME 
 

9:40–10:15 KEYNOTE ADDRESS  
 

John Bukowczyk, PAHA within the field of United States’ ethnic history - 
past, present and future 
 

10:30–12:30   QUO VADIS POLISH AMERICAN STUDIES:  
THE PAHA JOURNAL AS A REFLECTION OF THE SCHOLARLY FIELD  
 

Chair: Anna Jaroszyńska-Kirchmann 
- A Brief History of PAS – James S. Pula  
- Labor and Working Class – Dominic A. Pacyga 
- Polonia’s Organizations – Donald Pienkos 
- Gender and Family – Mary P. Erdmans 
- Literature – Grażyna Kozaczka 
- Study of American Polonia and Scholars in Poland – Adam Walaszek 
 

12:30–13:50 LUNCH BREAK 
 

14:00–15:20 YOUNG SCHOLARS & NEW TOPICS FORUM  
 

Chair: Dorota Praszałowicz 
 

15:30–16:50 PAHA’S NEW PROJECTS 
 

Chair:  Neal Pease 
- PAHA’s communication media, challenges and opportunities of  

the digital age – Maja Trochimczyk & Stephen Leahy 
- Adjusting to the New Reality: Good Management Practices in 

Academia – Pien Versteegh 
- PAHA and Polish American Community – Joint Projects: Polish 

American Travel Guide; Memoirs Project; Objects that Speak; 
Teaching Resources – panel discussion (Anna Jaroszyńska-
Kirchmann, Ewa Barczyk, Anna Muller, Anna Mazurkiewicz) 

 
18:00 BANQUET AT THE POLISH CONSULATE, CHICAGO 

(Prior registration required)  
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018 
 

9:00–11:00    POLISH AMERICAN HISTORY IN MUSEUMS 
 

Chair: Dominic A. Pacyga; Discussant: Anna Muller 
 

- The Polish Museum of America, Chicago –Małgorzata Kot 
- Polish History Museum, Warsaw – Anna Piekarska 
- Chicago History Museum, Chicago – John Russick 
- Emigration Museum, Gdynia – Sebastian Tyrakowski 
- Józef Piłsudski Institute of America, New York – Iwona Korga 
 

11:15–12:45  CONCURRENT EVENTS 
 

a) LOYOLA ARCHIVE TOUR with Nancy Freeman 
b) FILM SCREENING  

 

13:00–14:00  LUNCH BREAK 
 

14:00–15:00  PAHA 2018 HALECKI BOOK PRIZE  
 

Joanna Wojdon, White and Red Umbrella – presentation of the Haiman 
Medal and discussion of the prize-winning book  
 

15:00–17:00 POLONIA ROUNDTABLE ON THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
POLISH AND POLISH AMERICAN STUDIES  
 

Chair: Bożena Nowicka McLees. Discussants:  Members of Chicago & 
Great Lakes Polish-American social and cultural organizations.  
 

17:30  RECEPTION FOR  REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS 
 

20:00–21:30  CONCERT at Mundelein Center, Loyola University 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 
 
9:30–13:00 SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS  
Tour of North Side of Chicago with Victoria Granacki  
 

8:30–12:30 PAHA BOARD MEETING–PAHA Council and Officers only 
12:30–13:30 Working Lunch 
 

13:30–16:30 Bus Tour of South Side of Chicago for PAHA Board 
members with Dominic A. Pacyga 



75th Anniversary Conference
of the Polish American Historical Association

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2018

2:00 PM – 3:20 PM	 YOUNG SCHOLARS 
	 AND NEW TOPICS FORUM 
Chair: Dorota Praszałowicz, Ph.D., Jagiellonian University 

Hubert Izienicki, PhD., Purdue University Northwest
Catholics and Atheists: A Cross-Cultural Qualitative Analysis 
of Religious Identities among Polish Gay Men​
Anna Sosnowska, Ph.D., University of Warsaw,  
American Studies Center  
Poland, Poles and Polishness in New York City throughout  
the 20th century. (A new research project)
Sylwia Kuźma-Markowska, PhD., University of Warsaw, 
American Studies Center
Controlling Polonia Fertility in Interwar Years: 
Polish Immigrant Women in Chicago Birth Control Clinics 
Marcin Gońda, Ph.D., University of Łódź, Poland
(Re)Constructing the homeland in diaspora:  
the case of Polonia in Cleveland 
(A research project )
Ewa Modzelewska, Jagiellonian University
Literary <oeuvre> of Polish emigrants in the United States 
of America in the years 1831–1848. A study of selected cases 
Marcin Szerle, Ph. D.  
Getting into the Memoirs of Polish Immigrants in the US:  
A Modern Research Perspective



Marcin Gońda, PH.D., is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics and 
Sociology, University of Łódź. He also cooperates with the Centre for Migration 
Research, University of Warsaw. In 2016 he defended his PhD thesis on educational 
migration of people of Polish descent from the post-Soviet successor states. His 
research interests cover return migration and diaspora policies, educational 
migration, globalization of higher education, migration in the Central and Eastern 
Europe and the post-Soviet area, transformation of migration policies of EU member 
states and implementation of qualitative research methods (including biographical 
approach) in migration studies.  m.gonda@uw.edu.pl
Hubert Izienicki, PhD, is an assistant professor in the Department of Behavioral 
Sciences at Purdue University Northwest. His teaching and research interest lie at 
the intersection of sexuality, gender, immigration, and identity.  Most recently, he 
completed a comparative  study of Polish gay men in Chicago, USA, and Warsaw, 
Poland. Currently, he is working on two research projects. The first one examines the 
patterns of representation in themes and central characters in LGBT children books, 
and the second one investigates the meanings people attach to public bathrooms and 
the implications these meanings have for transgender individuals.  hizienic@pnw.edu
Sylwia Kuźma-Markowska, PhD., holds a PhD in History from the University in 
Białystok. She is Assistant Professor at the American Studies Center, University of 
Warsaw. She specializes in 20th century social and cultural history of the US and 
Poland and Polish-American relations. Her areas of research include: women’s and 
gender history, history of social movements (especially birth control and eugenics), 
transnational history of humanitarianism and public health. s.kuzma@uw.edu.pl
Ewa Modzelewska —  doctoral student of the Faculty of Polish Studies at the 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow, grant recipient of the Kosciuszko Foundation (2016) 
and the Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund (2017). She is the author of 
the first monograph devoted to the life and work of August Antoni Jakubowski (entitled 
“August Antoni Jakubowski — the poet of despair. Life and work”), who in 1833 was 
deported to the United States, where he wrote “The Remembrances of a Polish Exile.” 
Ewa Modzelewska is also the editor of the first issue of Jakubowski’s American novel 
entitled “Major Aleksander.”   eva.modzelewska@gmail.com
Anna Sosnowska, Ph.D., a sociologist and an associate professor at the American 
Studies Center at the University of Warsaw. Her research focuses on the impact of 
migrations from Eastern Europe and other world‘s peripheries on the American 
cities in the post-industrial era. She is an author of two books: Zrozumieć zacofanie. 
Spory historyków o Europę Wschodnią (1947–1994), TRIO 2004 and Polski Greenpoint 
a Nowy Jork. Gentryfikacja, stosunki etniczne i imigrancki rynek pracy na przełomie 
XX i XXI wieku, Wydawnictwo Naukowe SCHOLAR 2016. She recently published 
„Polish Female Immigrant Niche“ in  Studia Migracyjne — Przegląd Polonijny  2017. 
Her book Explaining Economic Backwardness. Post-war Polish Historians on Eastern 
Europe is in print at Central European University Press (http://ceupress.com/sites/
ceupress.ceu.edu/files/media_browser/2018_fallwinter_web.pdf). 
Marcin Szerle, Ph. D. — a historian, museum researcher, graduate of the University 
of Gdańsk. He has a Ph.D. in history. His research focuses on the social issues in Second 
Polish Republic, especially on overseas emigration, Poland’s naval communication 
lines,  migrants’ journeys, as well as the history of  medicine and hygiene. He is 
a researcher of Gdynia’s history, both that of the city and the harbor, and the local 
Modernist architecture (current comparative project for Gdynia, Tel-Aviv–Jaffa, and 
Rostock).  marcin.szerle@gmail.com


