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Abstract:

This article is dedicated to the transitional provisions that are part of or accompany Belgium’s
new Civil Code. Most of the books of the new Code have already taken effect, while the
remaining books are yet to be enacted. The only provision of the new Code that deals with
transitional matters is its article 1.2, which addresses all future conflicts of laws in time in the
area of private law. This article essentially provides that the new statute, from the date that it
enters into force, applies to all existing or newly established situations, except that the new
statute’s non-mandatory provisions do not apply to contracts entered into before that date. On
the other hand, the statutes by which some of the new Code’s books were enacted include
transitional provisions that deal specifically with the conflicts of laws in time arising from the
relevant book entering into force. Slightly simplifying, under those transitional provisions,
unless the parties agree otherwise, previously applicable statutes continue to apply to legal

relationships that had arisen before the relevant book entered into force.
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