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Abstract:  

This article addresses the issue of adult adoption under Czech family law. This institution, with 

roots dating back to antiquity, has been reintroduced into the Czech legal system after its half-

century absence. Meanwhile, adoption is only possible in Poland with respect to a minor, while 

the condition of minority should be met no later than on the date of submission of the application 

for adoption. Poland’s intention to abolish adult adoption was to be an expression of a break 

from the former contractual and economic dimension of this institution and, unlike the Czech 

legislator, the Polish legislator has not decided to restore it. The article presents an analysis of 

the contemporary functions of adult adoption in the context of cultural and demographic 

changes (the aging of society and the need to care for the elderly, as well as the increasing 

number of childless people), and how it is regulated in Czech law. The author also considers 

whether the reinstatement of adult adoption would be justified in Poland and whether the Czech 

regulation could serve as a model for the Polish lawmakers, and if so, to what extent. 
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