
Author: Piotr Klaczak  

Title: Świadczenia rezultatu i starannego działania / Obligations to achieve a specific result and 

obligations of best efforts 

Source: Kwartalnik Prawa Prywatnego (“Quarterly of Private Law”) 

Year: 2019, vol. XXVIII, number 1, pages: 43–120 

Keywords: obligations to achieve a specific result, obligations of best efforts, liability for non-

performance or improper performance of an obligation, due diligence, contract for work  

Discipline: Private Law 

Language: Polish 

Document Type: Article 

Publication order reference: Poznań [pklaczak@gmail.com] 

Abstract: 

The article deals with a classification model used to distinguish between the obligations 

to achieve a specific result and the obligations of best efforts. Despite some theoretical 

reservations, this classification is commonly used both by the academics in the field of civil law 

and in the case law. The main goal of the article is to properly distinguish between these two 

types of obligations, as well as to present the consequences of such operation as regards the 

liability for non-performance or improper performance of an obligation. The initial part 

discusses the French origin of the classification and its implementation in the Polish civil law. 

Furthermore, it contains necessary terminological qualifications, as well as assumptions 

concerning the scope of the subject matter and the classification rules. Subsequent parts focus 

on the debtor’s liability for non-performance or improper performance of an obligation with 

respect to both their types. The article also provides a general description of the obligations of 

best efforts. 
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